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Mini-Lesson

☆Topic: Learning about sight words & Work on Reading Work Sheet.

☆Background information: First grade English Language Learner(ELL) students who were born in Hawaii, but their parents are from different countries: Japan, China and Korea. Their first languages are Japanese, Chinese and Korean. Those six students have been in ELL program since kindergarten. Overall, their academic English level is lower than regular first grade students, so they need to study more vocabulary, reading and writing. 
☆Class time: 50minutes
☆Objectives:

Reading)
Benchmark LA.1.1.2 Recognize that specific sequences of letters represent spoken words
Sample Performance Assessment (SPA) The student: Recognizes the sequence of letters in a word and pronounces them in order. 
Benchmark LA.1.1.12 Use new grade-appropriate vocabulary introduced in stories and informational texts

Sample Performance Assessment (SPA) The student: Recognizes new or unknown words encountered in reading, defines them, and uses them appropriately in oral or written activities. 

Benchmark LA.1.2.1 Explain how a title page, illustrations, and key words can convey information
Sample Performance Assessment (SPA) The student: Identifies words and illustration on title page and wonders aloud about contents of book; confirms and explains connection between title page and contents after reading. 

Benchmark LA.1.2.2 Make and confirm predictions about what will happen next or what will be learned from a text by previewing key words and illustrations

Sample Performance Assessment (SPA) The student: Previews illustrations and key words (e.g., title, signpost words, chapter or section headings) to make written or verbal predictions before reading; stops during and after reading to confirm and make comments about the accuracy of the predictions. 

(Writing)
Benchmark LA.1.4.2 Write complete sentences
Sample Performance Assessment (SPA) The student: Writes statements that express complete thoughts; includes a subject, verb, and, if appropriate, a complement. 

☆Materials:

Sight words: he, this, some, stop, take, thank, them, then, think

Worksheet “Frog on a Log”

☆Procedures:

Let’s practice some sight words first!!
T hands out each sight words. T says the words aloud and the Ss repeat the words after.

he, this, some, stop, take, thank, them, then, think _________________5min

Benchmark LA.1.1.2　 
We are going to do a reading worksheet “Frog on a Log” today!

T explains how to answer the questions, and let Ss answer the questions.                    ______________________15min
Benchmark LA.1.1.12 
Benchmark LA.1.2.1
Benchmark LA.1.2.2
T stops Ss, and ask some Ss to read the article.___5min
T ask Ss to make sure the sight words are in the article
Q: Do you see any sight words you have learned?  _________________5min
T asks for the answers on reading work sheet to Ss._10min

Q5, the teacher ask Ss to volunteer by coming up in the front to share their answers.
Benchmark LA.1.4.2
             　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 _______________8min

Assign homework 

_Give home work sheet to students

_Explain about the home work that try to be careful about rhyming words!

_Bring for next class!

Closing.
________________2min
Rational: The purpose of this activity is to help students focus on English within reading and writing. According to I.P. Nation, many children are prepared for reading by listening to the stories they’re being read to, and then interacting with the adults, either teachers, parents, mentors about the stories they hear. This is a good way to entertain and educate the children and we do that by asking questions about what’s going on in the story, and getting children to complete sentences. (p. 1,3) Students will be able to identify the sight words in the given list, be able to recognize them in the story, and use them to answer the comprehension questions. A good reading exercise can help comprehend the text. Children will be able to read easy text in order to do the exercise, engaging in small talk interactions and then getting feedback from teachers, and other learners as well.(p. 28) Reading comprehension is a way to train our young learners in reading (p.29) so that they may understand the questions. In writing, it involves sentence completion, and questions can help check for vocabulary, sentence structure, inference, and supposition.(p. 29)
Resources:

I.P. NationTeaching. ESL/EFL Reading and Writing. New York, NY: Routledge (pp. 1,3,26, 28, 29)
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In our presentation, it looked went well but honestly we had a little bit hard time to organize the lesson in the beginning. So, yes I took the leadership to make lesson plan finally. In our lesson plan, I wanted to include benchmarks to share for the class which is I usually consider about and have to include in my real work field. The benchmarks help us to define the goal of lesson; what I need to teach for each lesson, what the students need to learn. I have been teaching English language learners and regular Kindergarten students for while; I believe that making a lesson plan takes most of the time and energy as a teacher. That means the lesson plan is very important. 

What I learned that from the video taking, I think we could move some more toward the students to interact together and we could make them as a group sitting, because, we seemed like having class presentation, instead of having lesson in the front. I thought the interaction with students is important as a teacher. I actually do at my work place, but in our lesson I was a little bit nervous. 

In our “Frog on a log ” activity was fun enough to bring up to our first grade ELL class, but the question four was a little bit confused our students. I wanted to use that question as a brain storming part, but I could make “story map” question instead. One of my favorite questions to give my students is “story map” which is to help students’ brain storming with organize their story is about. 

For homework part, we could talk and explain some more in the lesson, but we run out the time. We need to think about time management for the future. I believe that some young children need detail directions for many things, so we could explain about the questions some more and could give them some examples. I remember that as a teacher we always need to do modeling for younger children, what to do visually. 

Overall, I really enjoyed the lesson with my classmates, because they are very helpful and there are many laugh and fun. I liked their comments as well, I have learn naturally from my coworkers how to interact with students, how I should give them feedback each time, and how I use my tone of voice in the class especially saying “thank you” and “please” we call magic words to people. I appreciate my instructor for taking video, because I have learned that watching yourself in the video helps what you should do for next time immediately and visually very clear which I have learned from elementary education class before as well. We also use videotaping for our students to learn self-feedback in reading aloud. 
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Sharing the activity: When I was presenting I thought that since Eriko had more experience with the teaching, I’d let her do that for our mini lesson, since I wasn’t really familiar with the activity.  Our presentation went well. However, reflecting back on what I’ve been doing in the front, I could’ve been moving around.  I guess I was stuck there because I didn’t know what to do,  and maybe next time I should try to like go around and ask the students if they need help, and check if some of them really are doing the assignment. On the feedbacks from other students, one of them replied that the 4th question was a little bit confusing. So I felt that students really do need my help, and that I should’ve been there to guide them through the assignment and other questions they may have. 


Everyone really liked the activity, especially the feedbacks that Eriko was giving, be very encouraging, they liked that we made everyone participate, although everyone was a bit shy. Someone said they liked our benchmark ideas. I thought that the benchmark ideas were good as objectives. I remembered Eriko talking about them saying that they were the standard school required objectives that must be fulfilled in schools.  I could’ve made the objectives shorter, but having the benchmarks was a reference to help other classmates. 


If we could manage the time better, maybe we could’ve skipped the words list and just straight into the reading the frog story together, or maybe in groups have one person from each group read a paragraph, or can just go down in rows.  Also, instead of working by themselves to answer the questions maybe have them in groups to answer the assigned number given to them. Before giving the assignment, we should’ve at least explained how to answer them, and go over the worksheet with them instead of just saying “answer them now.” And maybe perhaps we should’ve rewarded the students with a small prize like candy because they did such a great job by answering the questions. 


Doing this mini lesson was fun because it really helps teachers how to manage their time with the activity they are doing, and it’s a great way to see what the teacher needs to improve on, if there were any flaws with the students. We kind of have to see ourselves in the students trying to figure out just what our students may be interested in, what they liked, what they’ve learned, what they didn’t like or found confusing, why was the activity not finished on time, was it because students were confused, and things to improve on our lesson plan so the next time we teach we can be more prepared. I know for a fact that experience takes time, more practice, and developing how to master this. As I’ve been at the front I got a little worried about how my future activity will turn out. 

